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arrive concerning the discovery of important Greek coins at
Smyrna. Would he at once rush away, or were his Greek
coins, as she half believed, little more than a few he had
bought from London dealers ? Really, she was thinking the
most idiotic thoughts. She was nodding, drowsing. It was
all this heat of the long summer day, and the tiring journey
into Lewes, and the even more tiring call upon her very old
father with whom she had not been happy and at ease since
he arranged that marriage with Brian Pinson.

She came to with a start, hearing Theo say: " Yes, a
most beautiful girl/' That she had pulled up on the edge
of sleep was so obvious that Richard Newstead at once rose.
"Adela, my dear," he said, "you have had a hard day.
You must be tired out/'

Adela apologised. " I'm sorry. It must be the heat.
Really, I only nodded. I knew what Theo was saying/'

"He was telling us/' said Newstead, "of a Manchester
Venus, the lovely sister of the brilliant poet who edits Hard
Facts. Really, I had not known that our industrial districts
were so rich in beauty and talent. However, we must not
impose these travellers' tales upon you. I wish you good-
night, my dear/'

He kissed her fingers and waddled off to where the
candlesticks stood on a table in the hall. Theo and Lottie
Chambers, each tired from a journey, were glad enough to
follow his example. But Adela now felt suddenly wide awake.
It was only ten o'clock. She drew a chair nearer to a lamp,
hoping to read, fearing she would not be able to do sp. It
was only too true that the imagined face of " a most beautiful
girl" swam between her eyes and the page.
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Old Merriman Beckwith, at eighty-five, had a house-
keeper, a valet, and a gardener-coachman to look after him
in Lewes. The valet was the only one of the three who had
any influence with the old man, and he had not much. " It's
no good talking damned nonsense to me, Robinson. There's
never been any damned nonsense in my life so far, and it's
not going to begin now." This was the attitude whenever
anything was suggested that he did not approve of, and he
approved of very little that did not suit his own obstinate.
humour. He was the more insistent that there had never